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A Note from Angie Thomas
These are the scariest books I’ve ever written. No, they’re not horror novels. These books are scary because 
they’re unlike anything I’ve published so far: a middle-grade fantasy series.

Thing is, though, this age category and genre have always held a special place in my heart. I still remember the 
first time I traveled to Narnia, the first time I met Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which, the first time I rode a 
broom with the boy with the lightning scar. Fantastical adventures like these made me fall in love with books and 
gave me a much-needed escape. I could easily ignore the gunshots in my neighborhood if I was immersed in a 
magical world.

Unfortunately, these magical worlds rarely included people who looked like me. None of them highlighted my 
culture. It led me to believe that books in general weren’t for kids like me. Now as an adult, I strive to make sure 
no kid ever feels that way. My YA novels have provided mirrors for so many young people, and in reflecting their 
world, I’ve expanded the world for countless others. It’s a blessing. But I also recognize that there are times when 
young people need a world to escape into. And who doesn’t need an escape these days?

I sure did, which is what led me to write these books. However, they’re also just as much a response to the 
injustices of the world as any of my other novels. I specifically remember during the summer of 2020, in the 
aftermath of the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery, there were lots of discussions 
about what the world would look like if there were fewer police and more community resources and social 
services. What it would mean if Black people were no longer dehumanized. What it would look like if there were 
no prisons. For so many, these concepts are hard to grasp; it sounds like a fantasy world.

A fantasy world.

That’s the world I decided to create in these books: Uhuru, the city of freedom. It’s not a utopia. In fact, injustice 
manages to rear its ugly head even in this world, but my hope is that this story of a young girl who decides to face 
that injustice head-on inspires young people to do the same. Don’t get me wrong, there are spells and curses, 
folktale characters and prophecies, rougarous and fairies. There may even be a dragon. But like my other novels, 
this is a story about finding the power within; the power just happens to be magical this time.

I hope you leave Nic Blake’s world wanting to make ours resemble it a bit more. And just like Nic, you simply have 
to realize you already have the magic you need to do it.



harperstacks.com
Art © 2025 by Setor Fiadzigbey 

THE MANIFESTOR PROPHECY 
Nic Blake doesn’t want much for her twelfth birthday. To see her 

favorite author with her best friend, to get an adorable hellhound 

puppy, and to finally be allowed to learn to use the Gift. Her dad, 

a powerful Manifestor, worries that Nic will treat the Gift as a 

convenience to solve her problems. But before Nic can convince 

him otherwise, some major problems show up. Secrets come to 

light all at once that throw Nic’s entire life into question and very 

quickly into jeopardy, as Nic and her friends must now race to find 

a mysterious and powerful weapon to clear her father’s name–no 

small feat given that he appears to be guilty. With Remarkables 

and Unremarkables alike trying to stop them, there are few the trio 

can trust besides each other, but with each new twist and turn and 

terrifying revelation, Nic isn’t even sure she can trust herself.

THE BOOK OF ANANSI 
Nic Blake has faced danger before, but nothing like this. A terrifying 

prophecy still shadows her every step, her powers are growing in 

strange and unpredictable ways, and Nic’s favorite-author-turned-

arch-enemy could expose her secret fate at any time. When a new 

threat sends Nic and her friends on a mission to find an ancient 

artifact held in New Atlantis, the home of the merfolk, what they 

uncover could rewrite everything they know about the Remarkable 

world—and Nic’s place in it. Legends stir to life, and at the center 

of them all is the trickster Anansi, whose book of stories, compiled 

through a tangled web of bargains and betrayals, might hold the 

key to Nic’s survival … or her destruction. With time running out, Nic 

must decide who to trust, how to wield her power, and whether she 

can escape the destiny that has been chasing her since birth.

About the Books
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
for the manifestor prophecy

1.  During their homeschool lesson, Nic’s dad says 
“Nothing about Black people started with slavery” 
[p. 10]. Explain his reasons for saying this in your own 
words. Why is it important not to limit Black history 
to the history of slavery?

2.  Discuss the different ways that the city of Uhuru 
represents freedom to the Remarkables. Think 
about its meaning in Swahili but also how Zoe and 
Alex describe its lack of anti-Black violence [p. 84, p. 
200] and enormity of Gift-related resources. What 
does it mean for people to be exiled from Uhuru? 
Are they cut off from freedom or free in a different 
way? Use the text to support your thinking.

3.  What do you think about the Remarkables revering 
Unremarkable Seers like Harriet Tubman and the 
old man Toby, while also refusing to even spend 
time with Unremarkables today?

4.  JP says “nobody has to live up to your 
expectations” [p. 186]. Describe what this means 
in your own words. How do Alex and Nic each fail 
to meet each other’s expectations? How do the 
Remarkables fail to meet Nic’s expectations?

5.  We see many different Remarkables and particularly 
Manifestors with explanations of their different 
powers. What do you make of Nic’s power–both 
the way she draws the Gift from others and the new 
power she wields against Uncle Ty?

6.  When Nic pleads with Uncle Ty to let her live, he 
accuses her of emotionally manipulating him just 
like Roho. In turn, Nic accuses Ty of being like 
Roho for attacking a child because he’s decided to 
believe that she is a threat. What do you think of 

this? How can they both be like Roho? What does 
Roho represent to each of them and within the 
larger story?

7.  In many ways, this novel is a story about stories, and 
it turns out to be fortunate that Nic and JP are so 
committed to their Stevie fandom. Where do Nic 
and JP use their story knowledge to help them in 
their quest with Alex for the Msaidizi? Where does 
the trio break away from what’s been written and 
write the story for themselves instead?

8.  When Nic gets the G-pen message from the 
Apprentice, she decides not to tell and worry her 
mom. What do you think of her choice? What 
other secrets are kept throughout the book in 
order to protect people? Do you think it works? 
Do characters’ keeping secrets and withholding 
information keep other characters safe in the story? 
Use the text to support your thinking.

9.  What do you think family means to Nic? Who does 
she feel is her family at the start of the story? At 
the end? How are Nic’s ideas of family similar and 
different from her brother’s? Based on all this, how 
would you define “family” in this story?

10.  Hairy Man Junior talks about using therapy to 
“break generational traumas” [p. 154]. What does 
he mean by “generational traumas”? Look up the 
phrase if you’re not familiar with it. What other 
examples of generational trauma do you see in the 
story? If there are generational traumas, are there 
also generational strengths or gifts? Where do you 
see these in the story?
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
for the manifestor prophecy

The People Surely Could
Nic and the Remarkables: The Manifestor Prophecy
draws some essential worldbuilding from a well-loved 
book called The People Could Fly by Virginia Hamilton. 
This book, in turn, is based on a Gullah Geechee tale 
that tells of a shipful of enslaved Africans who all 
jump overboard together and take flight into the sky. 
Have students read The People Could Fly as a class 
or individually. Then in groups, have students draw a 
map of the picture book’s main story elements and 
their connections to Nic’s story and what readers learn 
about the Remarkables.

Adopt a Hellhound
There’s so much to love (and fear) about hellhounds. 
Have students write an ad for a hellhound that’s 
available for adoption. They should include all the 
hellhound’s wonderful attributes, reasons why 
someone might want to adopt a hellhound, any special 
needs for potential owners to keep in mind, and of 
course a picture. Students can use the descriptions of 
Cleo and Cocoa and their abilities in the text to help 
create their ad or imagine a new hellhound all their 
own.

Once Upon a Tale
In the story, readers find out that several figures from 
Black folktales are actually Remarkables being aided by 
the Msaidizi. Have students choose one of two options: 
1) research a Black folktale not mentioned in the novel 
(ask your school or public librarian for help if needed) 
and retell the story with the Msaidizi, or 2) write a 
story about yourself using the Msaidizi–remember to 
describe the form it takes and what you need it to help 
you do.

The Future Is Now!
Calling all Visionaries and Prophets! Now is your 
chance to share your insights into the future. With this 
story ending on a cliffhanger and so many questions 
left unanswered, what are students’ predictions for the 
next book? They should think about the Apprentice’s 
message to Nic, about Nic’s destiny as the Manowari 
and Uncle Ty’s escape, about Ms. Lena’s vision in 
the final chapter, and more. Students can write their 
predictions as a prophecy or perhaps as a news report. 
For those more visually inclined, drawing, painting, 
or digital artwork are great options to capture their 
predictions for the next story to come.

This guide was prepared by Anastasia Collins, MA, MLIS, 
librarian, youth literature scholar, anti-oppression educator. 
Follow her at @DarkLiterata.



harperstacks.com
Art © 2025 by Setor Fiadzigbey 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
for the Book of anansi

1.  Nic’s mysterious power, called the Badili, changes 
in new and startling ways in this book. How does 
she react to these changes? How do her friends 
respond? What do you think this power represents 
regarding her identity and the challenges she’s 
facing?

2.  Nic wrestles with the idea of destiny and whether 
she can escape the prophecy tied to her. How does 
she try to push back against it? Do you think destiny 
is fixed, or can people shape their own futures? 
Explain your reasoning.

3.  Consider the five different kinships in Uhuru’s 
Manifestor school: Ernest, Butler, Douglass, Thorn, 
and Freeman. How do each of them reflect the 
strengths, traditions, and values of the Remarkable 
world? What do they tell you about the people who 
built and maintain the city of Uhuru?

4.  Friendship is a major force in Nic’s life. How do 
Alex and JP help her through the most difficult 
parts of her journey? Identify instances where they 
challenge her in ways she might not like at first but 
ultimately needed. 

5.  Some characters in the story keep important 
information from Nic “for her own good.” Do you 
think this helps or harms her? How do secrets shape 
trust between characters?

6.  The trickster Anansi is famous for cleverness, 
bargains, and unexpected twists. Where in the 
story do you see Nic needing to think like a trickster 
to survive? How successful is she?

7.  In this book, Nic learns more about her family’s 
past and the struggles they’ve faced. How does 
this history affect the way she sees herself? How do 
family stories—uplifting and challenging—shape our 
sense of identity?

8.  Prophecies can be a source of hope or fear. How do 
different characters respond to the prophecy about 
the Manowari? How do their beliefs affect their 
choices about Nic?

9.  The Remarkable world values certain Gifts and 
abilities. Do you think all Remarkable abilities are 
treated equally? How is this similar to how people in 
our world value some skills or talents over others?

10.  Throughout her journey, Nic has moments where 
she doubts herself. What helps her keep going 
despite her fears? Can you think of a time when 
you’ve had to move forward even when you 
weren’t sure you could succeed?

11.  Nic’s journey brings her face-to-face with difficult 
truths about people she once trusted. How does 
she decide who to trust going forward? What 
would you do in her place?

12.  By the end of the book, Nic has grown in her 
understanding of herself, her powers, and 
her relationships. What do you think is the 
most important thing she has learned? What’s 
something you take away from her story?
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
for the Book of anansi

Weaving the Web
Anansi is known for his web of clever tricks and tangled 
stories. Have students create a “web” showing the 
connections between characters, events, and decisions 
in Nic’s journey. Use yarn on a bulletin board, sticky 
notes on a wall, or a digital mind-mapping tool. Include 
key moments where choices shaped the story’s 
direction. For a creative writing twist, have students 
weave themselves into the web as a new character and 
explain how they would change the story.

Trickster Trials
In pairs or small groups, have students design a short 
scene in which Nic or another character must solve 
a trickster-style challenge—one that requires clever 
thinking, wordplay, or negotiation. They can write the 
scene as a short script or improvise it in class. If acting 
isn’t feasible, students can design the challenge as a 
riddle or puzzle and present it for classmates to solve.

Family Threads
Ask students to create a visual or written family 
“thread” for Nic, showing what she learns about 
her family history and how it shapes her. Then have 
them create a parallel thread for themselves or for 
the protagonist from a self-selected read-alike text. 
This can be a simple timeline, collage, or illustrated 
family tree. For a deeper research activity, students 
can interview a family member or member of their 
community about a story from their own heritage to 
add to their thread.

Uhuru City Guide
Have students work in groups to design a guide 
to the city of Uhuru for a newcomer. They should 
highlight different districts, notable landmarks, cultural 
traditions, and tips for navigating the city. Encourage 
creative formats—brochure, poster, or short video. 
Variation: If resources are limited, students can create 
a one-page illustrated map with written descriptions 
instead of a full guide.

Folklore Remix
Have students choose a well-known folktale or myth 
from any culture and re-imagine it in Nic’s world, 
incorporating Remarkable abilities and settings like 
Uhuru. They should keep the core theme of the folktale 
but adapt characters, conflicts, and resolutions to fit 
Nic’s magical reality. For a research-based approach, 
focus on African or African-diaspora folktales that 
students can adapt alongside cultural and historical 
research.

This guide was prepared by Anastasia Collins, MA, MLIS, 
librarian, youth literature scholar, anti-oppression educator. 
Follow them at @DarkLiterata.

students can adapt alongside cultural and historical 
research.
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• Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia

• Ikenga by Nnedi Okorafor

• Maya and the Rising Dark by Rena Barron

• Conjure Island by Eden Royce

• The Boy to Beat the Gods by Ashley Thorpe

Reading suggestions for 
fans of Nic Blake:


